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NANAIMO, nrikny'mo, B. C. a town on
the east side of Vancouver Island. It is
served by the C. P. R., and maintains steam-
boat connection with Vancouver. It is the
center of British Columbia's largest coal min-
ing region. Lumbering1 and herring-packing
are other important industries. The Hudson's
Bay Company founded the town in 1833 by
the erection of a blockhouse. Population,
1931, 6,745.
NANA SAHIB, nah'na sah'hib, about
(1820-?), the leader of the Sepoys in the
Indian mutiny. He was adopted by the
ruler of the Mahratta State of Bithur, but
on the death of the latter the British govern-
ment refused to recognize Nana's claim to
the succession. In May, 1857, there arose a
mutiny of the Sepoys in Cawnpore, and
Nana, after offering to help the English,
treacherously placed himself at the head of
the mutineers. The Europeans in C awn-
pore capitulated on a promise that they
should be sent down the Granges in safety, but
the men were all shot down, and the women
and children were massacred, on the approach
of a British force. Nana was defeated by
Sir H. Havelock, and was driven across the
frontier into Nepal. There all knowledge
of him ceases, but the general opinion is that
he escaped into central Asia.
NANCY, naliN se'3 france, capital of the
department of Meurthe-et-Moselle, is situated
220 miles east of Paris and ninety-four miles
west of Strassburg, on the left bank of the
River Meurthe. Though Nancy was repeat-
edly bombarded during the World War, it
was fifteen miles from the farthest German
advance and was never captured. However,
it suffered considerable material damage. The
ancient citadel, the ducal palace and the
Hotel de Ville are among the most note-
worthy structures. One of the leading uni-
versities of France, comprising schools of
medicine, law, science, philosophy and phar-
macy, is located at Nancy, The chief manu-
factures of the town consist of broadcloth and
other woolen stuffs, cotton goods, hosiery,
lace, boots and shoes, embroidery and musical
instruments. The trade in peace times is ex-
tensive. Population, 1921,113,226.
NANKJN"^, china, the largest city and
capital of the province of Eaangsu, situated
on &eTang-tse-Mang, 194 miles northwest of
S&anglmi. Here, in 1842, was signed the
first treaty with Great Britain. From 1368
to 1403 it was the capital of the Chinese Em-
 pire, and in former days was noted for its
art and learning and its historic monuments.
In the Tai-ping rebellion of 1853 Nanking
was captured by the rebels, and its beautiful
porcelain tower, many public structures and
much of its famous wall were destroyed. The
rebels made the city their capital and held it
until 1854. In 1928, it was again made the
capital by the Nationalist (Kuominchun)
Government. In the vicinity are the tombs of
the Ming dynasty. Population, estimated,
700,000.
NANSEN, ndhn'sen, fridtjof (1861-1930),
a Norwegian Arctic explorer. He was edu-
cated in the University at Christiania, spe-
cializing in zoology. Before he was of age he
made a notable voyage from Spitzbergen to
Greenland to investigate animal life, and in
1888 he made a memorable expedition across
Greenland on the ice cap.
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The achievement on which his fame as an
explorer must rest was an expedition on
which he started in
June, 1893, from
Christiania to the
Arctic regions, with
twelve companions,
in the Fram, a vessel
constructed to resist
the pressure of ice
floes. In September
of the same year, he
thrust his vessel into
an ice pack, in which
the party drifted,
thus imprisoned, for
eighteen months, un-
til March, 1895. Nansen now, with one com-
panion, left the ship and made his way by
sledges toward the Pole. After experiencing
fearful hardship? he reached latitude 86°
4'. He was then obliged to turn back to an
island of the Franz Josef Land archipelago,
where he passed the winter. A start for
Spitzbergen was made May 19, 1896, and
when off Cape Flora he and his companion
encountered Captain Jackson, of the British
exploring expedition, who took them aboard.
During his three years' exile from civiliza-
tion Nansen passed over hundreds of miles
of hitherto unexplored coast, discovered a
number of new islands and traversed 50,000
square miles of tinknown waters. The highest
point reached by Mm in the Arctic regions
was 195 miles nearer the North Pole than any
man had ever been before and 261 miles, by

